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'NoTHING: is of greater importance 
in our preſent ſtate than to have ſuch a rule 
of cond uct as is univerſal, reaſonable, and 
unerring. In the paths of ſcience the mind 
may be amuſed by theory and ſpeculations, 
from which, though falſe, it may derive no 
material injury ; but in matters of religion 
the caſe is different :—here the ſmalleſt error 
is pernicious ;—in theſe truth ſhould ever be 
our guide, and reaſon our ſupport. If, 

therefore, the Scriptures, which we believe 
to be the revealed will of God, either incul- 
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cate” maxims which are falſe” and debaſing; 
and thus lead to ſuperſtition ; or which are 
unreaſonable and immoderate, and therefore 
encourage Enthuſiaſm, it highly concerns us 
to lay them aſide. But, before we admit an 

idea ſo derogatory to the ſacred writings, let 
us firſt peruſe them with candour. It will 


fully appear, after an impartial inveſtigation 
of the ſubject, that the Scriptures have not 
in the ſmalleft degree ſuch a tendency, but 


that they are admirably calculated for the 


direction of intelligent creatures. 


Ax our entrance on this enquiry, a variety 


of objections occur which it will be neceſſary 


to remove. Theſe, floating, as it were, up- 
on the ſurface of the ſacred pages, attract 
the attention immediately; and, unleſs they 
are previouſly conſidered, will divert us from 


a rational, unbiaſſed aſſent to the truth. 


They may be reduced to ſuch as ariſe either 


from miſunderſtanding the nature of the two 


diſpenſations of Moſes and of Chriſt; or 


from not attending to the manners and cli- 


mate of the Eaſt, together with the figura- 


"T4 *s 24 
tive mode of ow mes to the ten 
of _ AR | 


Fur riſe we eſtabliſhment of the Jewiſh 
couſtitativn appear, on a ſight peruſal of 
their hiſtory, to be the reſult of Pagan bi- 
gotry and ſuperſtition. The infidel, who 
reads the Scriptures but to deride them, re- 
joices that he has diſcovered in them ſubjects 
ſo deſerving of his ſcorn. As he proceeds in 
the ſacred volume, he exclaims againſt the 
prophets for encouraging enthuſiaſm by 
their ſublime deſcriptions of the Deity, and 
by their unqualified declarations of the pro- 
tection which he affords to his ſervants. 
In the New Teſtament he finds innumerable 
cauſes of diſguſt. The birth, life, doctrines, 5 
and miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt are inſurmoun- 
table barriers to his belief, and the hiſtory 
which records them is- ſtigmatized with the 
| * AR charges. 


Tuxsx are e objections and, if an- 
ſwered, a great point in our preſent ſubject 
will be proved, 1 ſhall, therefore, bur 

ö 


6:Þ 
to do this by entering a little into the nature 
of the Moſaic and Chriſtian diſpenſations. 
After taking ſuch a view of them as will 
obviate the moſt conſiderable objections, I 
ſhall examine the ſubject more cloſely ; and 
endeavour to prove that the Scriptures not 
only do not encourage but entirely diſcoun- 


tenance and exclude — * — 
thuſiaſm, 


Tim: 8 of n in the nin . 
theſe diſpenſations, was to ſet apart a people 
for himſelf who ſhould worſhip the one liv- 
ing and true Gor, and who in due time 
ſhould, give birth to the Meſſiah. The 
whole world was overſpread with darkneſs | 
and idolatry, and therefore united in one 
great league to oppoſe the eſtabliſhment of 
this people. In ſuch a caſe, it is natural to 
ſuppoſe that Gop would execute his purpo- 
ſes by firſt working ſome miracles in favour 
of the infant people, to render them inde- 
pendent of the reſt of their fellow creatures: 
their eſtabliſhment, humanly ſpeaking, could 
not otherwiſe be effected. We might alſo 


3 


1 
expect that he would give them a revelation 
of his will confirmed by the moſt ſolemn 
ſanctions. The complexion of his govern- 
ment ſhould be, with reſpect to the enforc- 
ing of his laws, rigid and ſevere, in order to 
command their veneration, and inſure obe- 
dience ; yet he ſhould manifeſt his peculiar 
flavour to them, as connected with the reſt of 

the world, in order to conciliate their eſteem. 
And as his deſign was to excite in them the 
greateſt abhorrence of idolatry, this could 
not be more effectually accompliſhed than 
by inflicting dreadful hes. re; upon it's 
Ws 7 {4 1% 


"Tas view of things will reconcile us to 

the ſettlement of the tribes in Paleſtine, 
which was not effected without much 
ſlaughter and bloodſhed; eſpecially if we 
add to this, that thoſe nations had juſtly. 
incurred the divine diſpleaſure by their other 
enormities; and that Gop, as a Sovereign, 
might puniſh them in whatever- way he 
ſhould think proper. By making his own 
people nene of his vengeance, he 


Fa 


\ 


[0 } 


at once anſwered the deſign of teaching 
them what they might expect, if they ſhould 


apoſtatize from the true worſhip, and of 
puniſhing the guilty objects of his 2 
ſure. Fo 


| SnovLD it be objected that * ſuch a mode 
ce of ſettling themſelves in a country muſt 
ce of neceſſity tend to deprave their morals 


% 


cc by muring them to bloodſhed, and to 
promote a groundleſs, and enthuſiaſtic 


« ſecurity in the protection of the Supreme 
« Being ;” it is anſwered, that it could nor 
have ſuch an effect. For (1) the deſtruc- 
tion of the nations was declared, at the 


time, to be the immediate conſequence of 


their defection from the true Gop; and (2) 
murder was forbidden under the ſevereſt 
penalties : So careful, indeed, was the Jew- 


iſh Legiſlator to prevent every commiſſion 


of this crime that he is not more copious, 
perhaps, upon any one particular, with the 
exception of the ſacrifices, than upon the 
ſubject of deſigned, or even unpremedi- 
tated murder of man and beaſt. —As to the 


+1: 


latter part of the objection, the protection 

of Gop was, in expreſs terms, promiſed no 

longer than while they avoided thoſe enor- 

mities which he puniſned by their inſtru- 
mentality. Accordingly, as ſoon as the Jews 
neglected his ſervice, and worſhipped other 

gods, he ſuffered their enemies to invade 

their territories and lead them into captivity. 

(See Deut. 28. & paſſim in the hiſtory of 

tbe Judges.) It appears, therefore, that no 

paſt favours from the Divine Being could 5 
be a ground of exemption from future evil, „ 
if they ſhould be diſobedient; and, conſe- 

quently, that an enthuſiaſtic confidence in 

the favour of Gop was totally precluded, 

ſince the continuance of their proſperity de- 
pended entirely on their future obſervance . 

of his laws. 


* 
Tn. IS formidable ohjection, cnn 1 
the Scripture, as encouraging a propagation 
of it's doctrines by fanatic ardour and cru- 
elty, is obviated. It were eaſy to ſhew, upon 
the ſame principles, that the ſeveral inſtitu- 
tions of the Jews, which are cenſured as re- 
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nnen of certain meats. 


the following conſiderations be attentively 
weighed. 1, The Jewiſh inſtitutions and 
ceremonies were, confeſſedly, typical. The 


might be emblematical of the abhorrence 
which Gop had of ſin, and of all manner of 


[ :w J 


plete with bigotry and ſuperſtition, were in 


the higheſt degree reaſonable and uſeful. I 
ſhall-content myſelf, however, with clearing 
up one particular, which has been the per- 
petual ſubject of: deriſion and contempt 
among the enemies of , revelation, viz. the 


3 


Tuts 3 1 thang will nh F 


ſacrifices ſhadowed the deſert of fin, and the 
propitiation made for it by Jeſus Chriſt the 
Great Sacrifice, &c. + The reſtraint, there- 
fore, impoſed upon the Jews with reſpect to 
their avoiding certain animals as unclean, 


moſt impure and filthy animals were forbid- 


den, 2. This was the moſt effectual me- 
thod of preſerving his people ſeparate from 
the nations. If ever they ſhould be inclined _ 
to mix with idolaters, ſince the * of 


the 


5s 
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the Jews would not admit of their-eat- 
ing with them, their intercourſe muſt 
neceſſarily be very limited. Beſides, the 
odium incurred by the Jews, on the one 
hand, and the abhorrence which they would 
expreſs of thoſe who diſregarded their in- 
ſtitutions, on the other, would make the 
breach yet wider, an and entirely cut off all 
communication between them, 3. But the 
propriety of this injunction. will appear more 
ſtrongly by conſidering, that it was imme- 
diately levelled at the prevailing idolatry and 
ſuperſtition of the times. It is well known 
that the Egyptians, and other Heathens, 
were much given to idolatry, and that of the 
worſt kind. Hence, the Divine Being, 
1 = when he inflicted: | plagues; on that pe people for 
XZ their cruelty to the Iſraelites, puniſhed them 
by thoſe very creatures which were the ob- 
jects of their worſhip. And ſo, ee 
the preſent caſe, he taught his people to 
ſider thoſe animals as unclean Which were 
worſhupped| among the neighbouring na- 
tions. The 1 intention of this alſo was, there- 
fore, twofold te teach the Wraalites | in 
| * 
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WE, 


what deteſtation idolatry was held by Je. 


hovah, and to forward his grand deſign of 
their being diſtinct from * 1 um 
Gi 0 a people Menger alone.” INJ 
A treating 90 Ane & theſe two, 
particulars | in the Moſaic diſpenſation, it 
will be eaſy to apply the ſame mode of rea- 
ſoning to the objections which are uſually 
urged againſt this part of Scripture. 1 paſs 
op rg to conſider poo Chriſtian dif: 
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HERR it 18 neceſſary to form a juſt idea of 
the plan which Gop was carrying on at the 
birth of Chriſt, and of the e which 
it met with 2 Ui progerk | 


— 


Tun b expeliel pers e 4of the Meſſah's 8 Wa 


vent was at length arrived, when the partial 


and typical diſpenſation of Moſes was to give 


way to the univerſal and ſpiritual kingdom of 


Chriſt. Gop was about to raiſe a people 
who ſhould not worſhip him at Jeruſalem 


* under types and hm but in all 


N 
parts of the earth, in ſpirit and in truth. 
This appears from that admirable form of 
prayer which our Saviour recommended to 
his diſciples. In this they were taught to 
pray that the kingdom of God might 
« come,” which, as is evident from the ſub- 
ſequent clauſe, was to conſiſt in an obedi- 
_ ence to his will on earth, as extenſive and as 
free as that which is performed in heaven. 
And that this kingdom was to be ſpiritual, 
as well as univerſal, is manifeſt from our 
Saviour's. own words, The kingdom of 
Gop cometh not of obſervation wit is 
« 3 er EE 


"liar den Was wins . a God 3 
defignt to which man was ſtrangely averſe. 
The Jews, Gop's peculiar people, either 
miſunderſtanding or wilfully miſrepreſent- 

ing their ſublime prophets, who foretold the 
advent of the Meſſiah as bringing with it a 
deliverance from ſlavery, &c. entertained two 
erroneous notions concerning Chriſt.” They 
imagined that his kingdom was to be tem- 


poral, conlulng.: in an entire victory over all 
"A 
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their enemies, an 
Th, ſplendour; and n it was to be partial, 
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1 * 1 


in external pomp and 


confined; excluſively, to | themſelves. No 


bother conduct, therefore, could be expected 
From them than the moſt violent oppoſition 
do Chriſt on his appearance and the rather, 
as their expectations of a temporal deliver- 


" 
* 2 . Q 
8 r. 


ance were „on account of the increaſ- 


ing extent of the Roman government, and 
the i Sennen ra t 


| of own wer, 


5 * was — ch 1 our Savi- 
our fhould uſe every method of undeceiving 


the Jews in the expectations they had formed 
reſpecting him. It was proper that his pa- 
9 rentage ſhould be obſcure; and his appear- 

ance in the world unattended with a diſplay 


of majeſty and grandeur. His manner of 
life ſhould be common, not luxurious; and 
with this the methods he ſhould: take to 
eſtabliſn his doctrines ought to correſpond. 
Hence, we ſee the propriety of choofing a 
few fiſhermen for his diſciples; for thus he, 


in truth, «confounded the W ifdo m of the | 1 
4 wiſe”. ” This will allo explain the reaſon | 


iy Sr 9 


of his injuiriftions to the n when he 
inveſted them with their apoſtolical commiſ. 
ſion. Theſe may appear, at firſt view, to 
encourage in the higheſt degree Superſtiti 
and Enthuſiaſm. Not * two coats!” Not 
A purſe!” What ſuperſtitious noneſſenti- 
als! But if we conſider theſe commands as 
connected with his great plan of undeceiv- 
| ing the Jewiſn nation, and of teaching 
chat his kingdom was not of this world, 
appea Both « oonſiſtent and reaſonable. 
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We n nNow- wckis which: will en us 
2 many difficulties, and eſtabliſh the 
true meaning of innumerable paſſages in 
| Scripture. If any man follow me, let him 
«* deny himſelf; e let him forſake all,“ 

&c.— Theſe commands were all given in or- 
der to ſhew to the Jews the real nature of 
his kingdom. It was ſo far from being a 
temporal kingdom, that his followers were 
— to « give nh all”—to —_— 
ie, 3 W every: concern even for 
their own lives, whenever theſe things ſhould 


—_y— poE_p III rey” Pn_m—_ _ — — — — —ä——— — 


— — 


— 
i. 


— — <a — 4 = _ — - 5 
a wore ture tl pe ͤ , — —— MM —— —˙—öÄ— ——ü— — 3 —— — a n > a — — — — emo m ag — = - —— < — — . 
— 4 - — Page — = 1 4 < ons r £N ee. craon;. * 4 og — = — 2 — 5 ans A 
* 
" . 
* 


— 


—— — 22 oo 
n 


© om — — 
— — 


— 


— — — — 
——äẽ——ʒ—— Z . ̃.— — — — — Ty, Ah —u— —— 


— 


— > 


Sa; — — — 
r a > ws te Rei... a ge. 
— — — * So — d 


— 


— 
- - way ae ow oo 4 << 3 
* 1 


Nü—T— — — — 
" 


* - - — — — — — ___ — __ —— — — — 
, e > PA Oe os nes er — rt OA reds — ——ů— — — - — — — _— - 
— — Iʃml—— — ores £4 ro: _  _————_ m. * — — ——— ——— - —— — — 
* - _— — — — - — — - o - * a. — _ 
* A 
$ 


— — 


— 
— 


F 


and. in competition with their m to him; 

and, without any regard to conſequences, to 
practice that ſublime morality which he 

taught, and of which he was himſelf a per- 
fect pattern. Duty to parents is repeatedly 
enjoined in the ſtrongeſt language; the ex- 
preſſions, therefore, which ſo often occur of 
« hating our father and mother, &c. muſt 
be underſtood in the ſame limited ſenſe. 

When we read too, that no thought is. to 
be taken for the morrow, we ſhould bear 
in mind the nature of the Goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion; and the neceſſity there was that our 
Saviour ſhould inſiſt upon ſelf denial and 
indifference to the world. It is eaſy to 
perceive to what a variety of paſſages this 
obſervation may be applied, and how highly 
rational many texts appear in this view, 
which; otherwiſe might be thought to en- 

e Enthuſiaſm and ure Leit 


n ae of lations: as 1500 
Wee obſerved, i is an inattention to the cli- 
mate, manners, and figurative ſtyle peculiar 
to the Eaſt. Without a proper regard to 


43 -*: 


mam parts of Scripture not "only: 
Joſe their beauty; but appear abſurd and un- 
intelligible; but if we do that juſtice to the 
ſacred writers to which all authors have a 
claim, we ſhall ſoon retract our cenſures, 
and admire thoſe paſſuges as ſome of the 
fineſt inſtances of the ſublime which occur 
in any writings whatever. The beauty, par- 
ticularly, of many ſcriptural promiſes will | 
be unfolded; and circum ſtances which; on 
a ſuperficial view, appear extravagant, will 
claim our higheſt admiration. The ſun 
« ſhall not ſmite thee by day” is a promiſe 
addreſſed to the people of Gop. The frigid 
inhabitant of the North exclaims againſt 
= this as encouraging- an enthuſiaſtic reliance 
on the Divine Favour; but if he refle& on 


4 


the ſultry: heats of the Eaſtern climate, the 
tranſition” becomes eaſy, and the metaphor 
beautiful. The ſame attention to the cli- 
mate will explain many other metaphors, 
which muſt otherwiſe appear to be the off 
ſpring of an overheated i non But it 
will be the leſs neceſſary to dwell upon this 
5 particular, as it is a point too obvious not to 
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butes and perfections of Gon. As our 1 


m. from their ignorance of the 
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Tas great ſource K and Su- 
ition is a - miſconception, of the attri- 


of Him are exalted or groveling,. fo will our 
Obedience be rational or vain. If we. 


| 5 e fall prevail in les enlightened 


and civilized parts, we ſhall diſcover them to 


preme Being. They erred 
nel. They believed in a A plurality of 


been | them. 1 — 
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difference in the purſuits and i 

the idols W hich t ee 
= one, human 
court the favour of 
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4 an It is truly aſtoniſhing to 
how great a degree this deluſion obtained, 
though the ſtep is eaſy from acknowledging 
more gods than one to adore a- thouſand. 
By referring the nature and attributes of the 
gods to the ſtandard of their own paſſions, 
it was natural for them to ſuppoſe that they 
could add to the honour of their deities by 
obſervances which had their foundation in 
their own propenſities. Hence arole the 
cuſtom of cutting the fleſh with knives, and 
many other heatheniſh ceremonies; and it 


is to theſe. errors thoſe various ſyſtems of 


Pagan Worſhip, which have been inſtituted 
in al * 1 1 world, are to be aſcribed. 


W. cannot ans more verde eſtabliſh 
the preſent ſubject, than by examining the 
ſcriptural views of Gop, and proving that 
the Deity is exhibited} in ſuch characters 
as are moſt calculated to remove ground - 
leſs fears, on the one hand, and unwar- 
rantable ſupineneſs, on the other. If it 
ſhall appear that the ſcriptural repreſenta- | 
tions of the Deity, and of the ſervice he re- 
8 fon 
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| quires, are are ſuch as to inform our judge- 


ments, while they animate our: affections; 


to improve our lives, while they exalt our 
views; and to temper the ardour of our 


zeal by repeated admonitions to act ration- 


ally and with circumſpection; then it may 
ſafely be concluded, that the revelation to 
which we adhere as the guide of our con- 


duct is, in the higheſt degree, adapted to 
our mand and e of it's Divine. Author. 
A 


Verne is more bey 1 upon 


in the Scriptures than the unity of Gop. 
It is not, indeed, attempted to be proved by 

logical arguments or metaphyſical deduc- 
tions, but by the more convincing method 
of poſitive aſſertions ſtrengthened by a ſuc- 
ceſſion of the moſt ſtriking miracles. That ; 


“ God is one, was the principle upon 


which the Jewiſh: code was founded, and 
upon which all moral obligation is ſuppoſed | 
to reſt. The Lord our God is one Lord,” 


was the conſtant theme of the. Jewiſh. Le- 


giſlator. Though there be that are called 
« gods, yet to us there is one Gop,” &c. 
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fays the Apoſtle.” And though the Goſpel 
more fully 3 to us the ſubſiſtence of the 
Deity in three Perſons, yet it invariably 


teaches us to conſider him as one undivided 


eſſence. The myſterious union of three Per- 
ſons is laid down as an article of -our faith, 


not as a ſubject of our comprehenſion. And 
it is no greater ſuperſtition to worſhip a Tri- 
nity in Unity, though ignorant of the nature 


of this union, than it is to adore one Go, 


concerning whoſe nature and manner of ex- 


iſtence we are et Nu e to n 


. RE thai! is a great ſtep towards a ra- 
tional and conſiſtent conduct. The doc- 


trine of the unity of Gop neceſſarily includes 
unity of faith. Our attention is not diſ- 
tracted with two objects of worſhip. All 
our concerns are with One who has created 


us, who has redeemed us, and who will be 
our judge. Our obligatious to virtue are 
thus rendered immutable. No envious dæ- 


mon can rob us of our happineſs; no pro- 


pitious N avert the "mm iſhment of 
our ſins. 


EEE 


(WFP 
AnornkER leading doctrine concerning the 


Deity 1 is, his infinity. He' is repreſented as 
a ſpotleſs and holy Being. His purpoſes are 
unchangeable. He is omnipreſent, omniſ- 
cient, and omnipotent. The ſchemes of his 
government are inſcrutable; his ways are 
6 paſt finding out.” The prophetical writ» 
ings abound with the moſt magnificent def- 


criptions of Jehovah. He is there depicted 2 


as one who is entirely different from any 
created being; before whom the higheſt an- 
gels veil their faces. In a word, we are 
c may that he is without «body, parts or 

« paſſion.” All image-worſhip, therefore, 
is excluded, for how can we repreſent him 
of whoſe form we have no idea? Even our 
conjectures concerning his nature are loſt, 
as in a cloud; and all that remains on our 


part is, in Kent adoration, to in and t to 
1 his So. 4 3 


$i; as theſ noble i pete of the 
Divine Being, might tend to keep his crea- 
tures at an awful diſtance, and to fill them 
with f apprenions and perpetual 
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fears, the ſacred writers have been particu- 
larly careful to inform us, that this exalted 
Being loves the creatures which he has 
made, and delights in their happineſs. I 

the New Teſtament, which is the record 


a diſpenſation of mercy, the love of Gov 1 is 
Painted in the ſtrongeſt light, and ex 


in the moſt lively colours. It is not only an 
attribute of the Divine Being, but one that 


ſhines with: peculiar luſtre, eclipſing all the 
X Apoſtle; language | could go no farther. 


*. Gon is Love,” fays an inſpired 


And, I may add, that this very revelation of 
his love is as great a demonſtration of it as 


18 poſſible to conceive. Conſcious of a de- 


praved nature, the creature would, without 
ſuch a condeſcenſion on the part of the 


F Deity, tremble at approaching him ; ;—awed 5 
dy the terrors of his Majeſty, he would not 
dare to look upwards. But when the Deity 


vouchſafes to reveal his mercy towards him, 
and to afford the moſt convincing argument 
of his love that could be deviſed, by the gift 
of his only Son to redeem him, he begins 
to entertain ſome hopes of acceptance with 
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ſo merciful a Being) and is gradually led on 
from the terrors of {laviſh fear, to a ſenſe of 
his ner, and an 9 of has glory. 


Lin Er us, 1 | 3 8 pie 


of the ſacred writers, and behold, with 


admiration, how carefully they ſtate their 


doctrines concerning the Deity, in order to 


guard us from error in a point ſo impor- 
nt. As, if the Divine Being were All 


Majeſty, we could not approach him; ſo, 
if he were All Love, his goodneſs would be 


abuſed. Particular ſtreſs, therefore, is laid 


upon bis juſtice, which is repreſented as in- 
flexible. He is no reſpecter of perſons: all 
are equally the objects of his favour who. 


obey him; and the diſobedient, of whatſo- 
ever rank, are equally the objects of his diſ- 


pleaſure. f His adminiſtration of favours 35 


impartial; hence all are encouraged to draw 
near to him: his judgements are inflicted 
with perfect equity on all; hence all are 


| taught to fear him. Indeed, the ſcriptural 
repreſentations of the Deity are ſo admirably 
regulated, that it is hard to ſay which paſ- 


TW] 
ſion of the ſoul preponderates upon the peru- 
ſal: our hopes are raiſed, our fears excited; 
and while we are filled with holy awe, we 
c nat withhold * A of our b 


* 1 ab enj —__ as the a 
of our happineſs, and the only. means of 


gaining the approbation of the Deity are, 


Repentance and Faith. The former is, a 
ſorrow for, and renunciation of ſin; the 
latter, a reliance on the atonement of | Jeſus 
-Chriſt. Theſe are ſo highly reaſonable, as 
to leave no room for cenſure whatever. 
For, if it be granted that it is the greateſt 
intereſt of the creature to enjoy the love and 
approbation of the Creator, it will be rea- 
dily allowed, that the only poſſible method 

of ſucceeding, is to approach him in the 
way which he has appointed, and to em- 
brace the ſalvation which he has offered. 
The doctrines, then, of faith and repen- 
tance, are agreeable to an, and We 
cive to our beſt intereſts. 7 


Ir. may be aſked, « « What 18 . n 
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Wa 7 dependence be placed in a Saviour, as 
ſhall encourage preſumption and licenti- 
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[4:1 
«of faith? 1s there not a danger let fach 


e ouſneſs?” There is: Great care is taken, 


therefore, to guard us againſt theſe. The 


only evidence of our faith is, a virtuous and 
holy conduct. Whatever profeſſions are 


made or hopes entertained, unleſs they are 


attended with a conſcientious diſcharge of 
our duty, the Scriptures pronounce them 4 


deluſion. Thus all idle dreams of future 
happineſs, and groundleſs hopes of reward, 
are reprobated. Our conduct is the only 


teſt of our ſincerity. As this is virtuous or 


vicious, ſo is our character in the ſight of 


Gov, and ſo will be the great en in 


the . 2 retribution. 


To moſt e 8 is l 


7 Ae from the moſt exalted principles. 
Univerſal love is the conſtant theme of this 


were a ſmall thing, we are taught to love 
and to pray for our enemies: If thine 


enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, 


( give 


1 


« give him drink: ( Bleſs them that curſe 
you, and pray for them who deſpitefully 
* uſe you, and perſecute you.“ This is a 
morality unknown before. The beautiful 
ſyſtems of the ancients, and the ethics they 
taught, dwindle into nothing when com- 
pared with | theſe refined precepts. How 
much would human nature be | dignified, - 
were VO I” {ma 


10 enter: into a dane bn of all the 

A0 of the Scriptures, and to vindicate 
their tendency, would be tedious. Some 
general obſervations on the nature of thoſe 
duties which are required of- us, and of the 
method the inſpired writers uſe in commu- 
nicating the will of the Deity, will at once 
anſwer a great number of objeCtions, and 
eſtabliſh our argument beyond all contradic- 
| tion · It may be obſerved, Wen. 


j in SG the e of the 5 8 
as to the precepts contained in them, is ac- 
commodated to the comprehenſion of the 
moſt Ignorant. | 5 No Delphic ambiguities 


| 83 
hure the oracles of Chriſt. The line of 
our duty is drawn in the faireſt characters; 
too clearly not to be perceived, too plainly 
to be miſunderſtood. To affirm that there 
are no myſteries in the Scriptures, would be 
as falſe as it is irrelevant to the preſent queſ- 
tion: but this may be aſſerted, that none 
of them are contrary to reaſon, although 
above it. Our duties are delineated: with 
ſuch perſpicuity that he who runs may 
« read them.” The Chriſtian revelation 
has, herein, a decided advantage over al 
other ſyſtems. The rich and the poor are 
equally inſtructed in the duties of their re- 
ſpective ſituations. When we reflect on the 
darkneſs of the antient philoſophy, and the 
limits within which it was circumſcribed, 
. what luſtre do the oracles ue revere derive 
from the contraſt! While the true Philo- 
ſophy was confined to the narrow circles of 
the ſages and academicians, the poor and 
the literate were left to collect what inti- 
mations they could of the true ſtate of 
things from conjecture, or a detuding po- 
pular illuſtration. What a flood-gate was 


1 


| 29 1] 


aqui For ſuperſtition by this partial difſe- 
mination of knowledge ! The Scriptures, 
on the contrary, contain a clear, compre- 
henſive, and ſummary revelation of the will 
of the Deity;— applicable to all, and inva- 
riable in all ſtates and circumſtances. Thus 
we are not left to gather our ſentiments 
from mere conjecture, but can purſue our 
duty with an aſſured conviction that we are 
T | 1 . of ge wile. 


| prEN particulir in en the 
cis excel is, that they preſent no 
ſpotleſs characters to our view. The great 
Pattern of Perfection, which is ſet before 
us in the perſon of our Saviour, is not here 
conſidered. It became him, who was © the 
«end of the law for righteouſneſs” to ful- 
fil, in all reſpects, it's moſt rigid demands. 
Beſides, without ſuch a perfect model, man, 
ever diſpoſed to ſatisfy himſelf with ſpecious 
excuſes for the omiſſion of his duty, would 
palliate the indulgence of his vicious pro- 
penſities; and would imperceptibly ſink in- 
to ſuch a depth of wickedneſs, as to find 


9 


1 
pleas for the commiſſion of the moſt fla- 
grant enormities. But although the example 
of Chriſt is propoſed for our imitation, it is 
not expected that we ſhould attain to the 
meaſure of his holineſs. The moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed for their piety, in the ſacred re- 
cords, have fallen into' thoſe errors which 
are incident to humanity, and have "ſtained 
their characters by the commiſſion of ſins 
of a greater or leſs malignity. The 
three great patriarchs, Abraham, Thane, 
and Jacob, while they appear as ſhining 
lights amidſt -the 1dolatrous nations around 
them, were yet frail, as they awfully ma- 
nifefted by the faults with which they 
were overtaken, Of David it is recorded 
that he was a man after Gop's own 
« heart,” and, from ſuch an eulogium, we 
might expect that he, at leaſt, was exempted | 
from human infirmities; yet even he was 
_ guilty of the complicated crimes of murder 
and adultery. ring the reſidence of 
Chriſt on earth, his favourite diſci ples, at 
one time contended for poſts of honour; 
at another, would have called for fire from 


CW. 1 


heaven to conſume their adverſaries; and at 
another, forgetful of their moſt ſolemn pro- 
teſtations, * him in the very hour of 
his ity.” Such an exhibition of the 
vants of op: has a moſt ſalutary ten- 
dency. It baniſhes. all vain pretenſions to 
e the one hand, and preſerves 
from deſpondency, on the other. For, if 
perfect characters had been exhibited, the 
ſincere Chriſtian might have been diſcou- 
raged in the purſuit of © holineſs, from the 
perſuaſion that he could never attain to ſuch 
excellence; and thoſe who boaſt of abſolute 
perfection would have been confirmed in 
their deluſion. Here then is a glorious mo- 
nument of the native tendency of the Scrip- 
tures. They are deſigned to promote the 
intereſts of true religion by teaching a per- 
fect obedience to the divine laws; yet, at 
the ſame time, encourage us to expect ac- 

| ceptance with Gop, if we ſincerely, though 
*. . n "Uh * be re- 


SM. 


iÞ We. may, ae notice the ripe 


| 

| 

' 

| 

if 

| 

| 

1 
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1 1 
view of the great duty he relignation to the 


Supreme Being. | Chriſtianity is not fup- 
poſed to deſtroy our feelings, but to reſine 


them. We are taught to improve the ca- 


lamities of life by exerciſing an humble ſub- 


miſſion to the divine will, not by a parade 
of Stoical fortitude. Pain is an evil, and 


as ſuch it is repreſented to us. No cha- 


cc tening 18, for the preſent, joyous, but 
< grievous.” It is the Chriſtian's duty, out 
of this evil to bring forth good, by a watch- 
ful attention to the diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence, and by. cheriſhing a becoming ſelf- 


abaſement before the Supreme Diſpoſer of 
events. In ſeaſons. of diſtreſs, our religion 
allows us to be © caſt down,” although the 
divine ſupport which it promiſes, aſſures us 


that we ſhall not be deſtroyed.” It does 
not enforce a philoſophical contempt of ſuf- 
ferings, but a firm and rational perſuaſion 
that afflictions ſhall work together for 
„ good.“ The Plalmiſt, from a conviftion 
of this, declared that * it was good for him 


ee that he was afflicted ; and that G0 | 


in very faithfulneſs had cauſed his afflic- 


1 


&< tions to reſt upon him. nnn 
ſelf countenances forrow: for our | departed. 
y his tears at the tomb of Lazarus, 
and ſympathy. for our fellow-creatures by his 
affecting lamentation on a view. of/the ca- 
lamities which impended over the jewiſn 
nation. Theſe are paſſions which, however 
deſpiſed by Stoics and Enthuſiaſts, are both 
* HANGS ee MA oy Chriſtians, | 


246 Non are we > 5 a diſplay of 
Chriſtian graces more ſuperficial than uſe- 
ful. Teal, in a good cauſe, is commended, 
provided it be according to knowledge om 
and leſt ſome. ſhould be drawn into exceſſes 
by an undue warmth and fervour, we are 
exhorted to let © our moderation be known | 
« unto all men.” The Chriſtian is repre- 
ſented as [9 many occaſions for ſorrow, 
but {till more for joy. He ſhould cultivate 
a ſerene and happy ſtate of mind, and be- 
have with that chearfulneſs which is the na- 
tural reſult of a conſcience void of offence. 
With reſpect to this, Chriſtianity 'is much 

miſunderſtood. Many ſuppoſe it to be pro-ꝛ 
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dustive of melancholy. But this miſtake 


ariſes from not obſerving the genuine ten- 
dency of the Scriptures. Chriſtianity is cal- 


culated to eftabliſh, not to deſtroy our hap- 
pineſs; to fill us with that peace which 


flows from a hope of immortality, not to 


alarm our fears, and embitter our lives. 


On tbe other hand, all pride which may 
ariſe from a difference in ſituation, views, 


or abilities, is ſtrongly reprobated; and we 


are taught to refer all our advantages to 


* 


their true ſource. If any, conſcious of ſu- 
periour worth, may be led to ſay, Stand 
< by, I am holier than thou,” it is for want 
of underſtanding that animated queſtion of 
11 « differ ? What haſt thou that thou haſt 
© not received? And if thou haſt received 
« it, why 6+ thou as if thou hadſt not 
be d it;?“ HS: | 


ſtle, Who hath made thee to 


ao FR the Scriptures are calculated 


"th our uſe as individuals, ſo are they adapted 
to us as connected by ſocial and civil bonds. 
* relative duties are * defined, and 


enforced 


t s 1 


enforced with great energy of ſtyle. Not to 
bn for our families is worſe than in- 
te fidelity. Duty to parents is ſanctioned in 
As: ſtrongeſt manner by our Lord's own 
example, of ' whom! it is fajd that he was 
* ſubject to his parents. | Hoſpitality, cha- 
rity and forgiveneſs of injuries are enjoined, 
not merely as the ornaments, but eſſentials 
of Chriſtianity. We are to cultivate peace; 
not with careleſſneſs and indifference, but 
to ſtrain every nerve in our efforts. As 
* much as in you lieth, live peaceably with 
« all men.” A proper attention is to be 
Paid to a difference in ſituation, manners, 
' habits; &c; and the eſteem of our fellow- 
creatures ſhould be conciliated by every me- 
thod _— religion and prudence will juſ- 
tify. e Whatſoever things are true—grave 
©« —juſt—pure--lovely—of good report, if 
« there be any virtue, if there be any praiſe, 
« think of theſe things.” Our duties, as 
members of a community, are exhibited in 
the moſt ſtriking light imaginable. © To 
t honour the king” is as ſtrongly our duty = 
a to fear G00. St. Paul, whoſe ſitua- 


| 
| 


embraces every opportunity of enlarging on 
the duty of ſubordination, and of ſhewing 
how much a reſpectful and obedient con- 


E 
tion in this reſpect us peculiarly critical, 


duct towards the magiſtrate, henours Gov, 


_ while it is a "teſt of Chriſtianity, The Apoſ- 
tle himſelf, during his miniſterial. travels, 
remarkably exemplified the doctrines which. 
he taught. He ſubmitted to the oppreſſion 


of governours whoſe authority over him was 
uſurped. On one occaſion, indeed, he re- 
monſtrated on the injuſtice of their pro- 
ceedings, but who can forbear admiring the 


propriety and force of his arguments? The 


remonſtrance was conducted with the ut- 


moſt moderation and patience. He did not 


expoſe the tyranny of his perſecutors by a 


public and acrimonious detail of grievances, 
but calmly and rationally debated with the of- 
ficers in private. If, on another occaſion he 


haſtily tranſgreſſed the bounds of decorum in 
this particular 5 the apology which he him- 


ſelf makes for his conduct, affords us an 


additional proof how much he diſapproved a 
want of reverence towards ſu periours, ever 
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6. Tur laſt ng which 1 tall adi 
is taken from the 


preſs. warnings contained in the I&cißr 
againſt Superſtition and Enthuſiafni. What 
ſolicitude do the Apoſtles expreſs to Pre- 
ſerve to the infant church the liberty of cnt." 
joying all the bounties of God's Providence! 
They frequently declare that the ee f 
reſpecting certain meats no longer exiſts; 
that to adhere to it is an abridgement of 
Chriſtian liberty, and to inſiſt on it a moſt 
dangerous error. However ſuch a prohibi- 
tion was judged neceſſary under the Moſaic 
diſpenſation, they aſſure us that Gop now. 
C eſteems nothing common or unclean.” 
'The Epiſtle to the Galatians was written as 
a reproof to that people for yielding to their 
Judaizing teachers, and for admitting the 
neceſſity of the antient ceremonies; —an 
error which the Apoſtle declares equivalent 
to a ſubverſion of the fundamental principles 
of the Goſpel (Gal. i. 6.) To the ſame 


"7+ 
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purpoſe are thoſe ſolemn predictions in the 
Epiſtles reſpecting the apoſtacies in the latter 
times. The inſpired writers forewarn us that, 
in thoſe latter ages, falſe teachers ſhall ariſe 
who will ſeduce to ſuperſtitious obſer- 
vances. The more effectually to guard us 
againſt their pernicious doctrines, they con- 
_ tinually inculcate an attention to the ſimpli» . 
city of the Goſpel; and teach us that Goo 
is then only worſhipped in an acceptable 
manner, when he is b e in ee 
56) — hs 


abe nnd db un Poistechy ate * 8 
Superdtition. Our religion is to be reaſona- 
ble, conſiſtent, and uniform. Our faith muſt 
ſtand upon a ſolid foundation that can bear 
the teſt of the ſevereſt ſcrutiny : it muſt be 
confirmed by the fulleſt conviction of our 
judgement. We ſhould be able to give 
« a reaſon of the hope that is within us.” 
It is a ſhame to be . tofſed to and fro with 
de every. wind of doctrine.“ And though; 
ſome make it their boaſt that, after many 
years of theological inveſtigation, they have 


[ 39 ” 
not eee of their. Tony 
the Chriſtian is taught to © hold faſt the 


<form of ſound words which has been de- 


«delivered to him.” Nor is the conduct 
of the Chriſtian left to the impulſe of bis 
paſſions. When Peter, in the fervour of 
his zeal, would have attacked the band of 


ſoldiers ' who came to arreſt his Maſter, 


Put up thy ſword into it's ſheath,” was 


the reproof which he received. The Goſpel 
of Chriſt, ſo agreeable to reaſon, and ſo re- 


plete with principles of univerſal benevo- 
lence, was to prevail by perſuaſion, not by | 
violence: and the ſervants of Gop were to 


manifeſt it's benign influence, in combining 
15 « wiſdom of the ſerpent” with the 
e harmleſſneſs of the dove.” 


Ir, then, we conſider the ſacred pages in 


relation to the circumſtances under which 
they were written; —if we view them as ſet- 
ting before us the whole extent of man's 
duty, raiſing, indeed, the ſtandard above 


human attainment, yet - guarding us effec- 


mah againſt, a miſapprehenſion of its 
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